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Welcome

Tura New Music embarks on our 18th Northern Tour
to the Kimberley, bringing international quality art
music to regional centres and remote communities.
It is a great privilege to be welcomed into these communities to
share the unique cultural and musical combinations that
these tours enable.
We most gratefully thank all of those communities along with our
donors, sponsors, funders, presenting partners and an army of
individuals for their commitment and generosity – all coming
together to make this tour possible. Finally, our hugest thanks to
the musicians for sharing their creativity, stories, energy and
generosity.
We look forward to each day of the tour and meeting you all along
the way.
Tos Mahoney
Artistic Director
Tura New Music

Tura acknowledges the Traditional Owners
of country throughout Australia and their
continuing connection to land and community.
We pay our respects to them and their cultures,
and to their Elders past, present, and emerging.

tura.com.au

Program

Tura’s 2020 Sonus2 Tour brings together Kimberley singersongwriters Olive Knight and Stephen Pigram, alongside
Iranian percussionist Esfandiar Shahmir, cellist Tristen Parr,
and flautist Tos Mahoney. The artists are renowned in their own
right, and now come together to present a wealth of original,
new music as well as captivating collaborations with local
guest artists.
Most significantly, the collaborations along the Tour shape and sculpt the
performances. Performing alongside, or in part with, guest artists such as
famed Fitzroy Express founder and leader Danny Marr, the concerts present
a showcase of local sounds and distinctive flavour. Tura's Sonus2 Tour also
features special performances by local dance and song groups, like the
Waringarri Performers in Kununurra. This equal exchange of music and
knowledge has formed a dialogue centred on artistic collaboration, bringing a
platform to communities to celebrate the sounds of their country.
This powerful collaboration of artists creates a program that reaches
across cultures, time and place. Travelling to regional centres and remote
communities Sonus2 brings story, new music and celebration across the
Kimberley.
New songs, new works, and new arrangements feature in a program grown
out of these creative collaborations, reflecting the Kimberley communities and
landscape travelled through.
The Program offers opportunities to make a significant contribution to the
social, cultural, educational and community lives of people living in regional
centres and remote communities of northern Australia. Tura presents this
cross-cultural journey bringing the city to remote Australia and remote Australia
to the cities. With performances in exotic remote locations, the tour weaves
a rich tapestry of uniquely Australian music.

Act-Belong-Commit
Standing Strong Together
with Tura New Music
and the 2020 Sonus2 Tour.

The Tour

The Kimberley region is a truly unique and awe-inspiring
part of Australia. A melting-pot of histories and cultures,
the character of this place is not replicated anywhere else
on earth.
The Kimberley region holds immense cultural value for
its Traditional Custodians – the songlines here have
remained uninterrupted for thousands of years. There
are around 30 distinct Aboriginal language groups in the
Kimberley.
Sonus2 is privileged to travel through this country.

Schools and Community
Workshops

Concert Program

Kununurra
Saturday 22 – Monday 24 August

Kununurra
Sunday 23 August
Waringarri Aboriginal Arts

Djarindjin/Lombadina
Monday 31 August
Schoolgrounds

Warmun
Tuesday 25 August
Warmun Community Centre

One Arm Point
Tuesday 1 September
Schoolgrounds

Fitzroy Crossing
Friday 28 August
Marninwarntikura Women’s
Resource Centre

Beagle Bay
Wednesday 2 August
Schoolgrounds

Warmun Community
Monday 24 - Tuesday 25 August
Halls Creek
Wednesday 26 August
Fitzroy Crossing
Thursday 27 - Friday 28 August
Djarindjin & Lombadina
Monday 31 August
One Arm Point
Tuesday 1 September
Beagle Bay
Wednesday 2 September
Broome
Friday 4 September

Kooljaman
Sunday 30 August
Front Lawn, Kooljaman

Broome
Saturday 5 September
Sun Pictures

Artists

Olive Knight

Stephen Pigram

Esfandiar Shahmir

Tristen Parr

Kankawa Nagarra (Olive Knight) is a
Walmatjarri Elder, international blues and
gospel singer-songwriter, teacher and
mentor, human rights advocate, and political
activist.

Stephen Pigram is a renowned Indigenous
musician from the pearling town of Broome,
Western Australia. As a singer/songwriter he
has been central to the continuation and
development of Broome Creole music – the
unique music style that draws on both the
traditional Aboriginal music of Broome and
the Dampier Peninsula and the many
international cultures that have been a part of
Broome culture.

Esfandiar Shahmir is a world class ney and
daf player. Born in Tehran, Esfandiar studied
daf (traditional Iranian frame drum) with the
legendary Bijan Kamkar and ney (traditional
Iranian flute) with Shahoo Andalibi, Jamshid
Andalibi and Pasha Hanjani. Esfandiar is
renowned for his work with the traditional
Persian music ensemble “Homay & Mastan,”
led by singer, poet and composer Parvaz
Homay. Since 2004, Esfandiar has recorded
five albums with this ensemble and toured
around Iran and internationally, performing in
Canada, the USA and Europe.

Tristen Parr is a classically trained and highly
versatile acoustic and electric cellist
specialising in new music performance and
performer integrated sound design for theatre,
dance and visual installation. He has toured
extensively throughout Australia, Canada,
USA, Asia and Europe and has recorded for
radio locally, nationally and internationally.

Vocals/Guitar

Heralding from Wangkatjungka, near Fitzroy
Crossing, Olive has worked in community
health, released three albums, performed on
Broadway, toured internationally with Hugh
Jackman, and been nominated for WA
Senior Australian of the Year.
She helped develop the Walmatjarri
dictionary in the 1960s, has supported
research on understanding, preventing and
treating FASD (fetal alcohol spectrum
disorders) in the Indigenous community, and
continues to raise awareness about alcohol
abuse.
A well-respected Elder, her earliest
recollections of music are of traditional songs
sung around the campfire, which lulled her
into a peaceful sleep. She remembers
nullanullas thumping the bare earth, clap
sticks and boomerangs, and the rhythmic
songs of her forefathers.

Vocals/Guitar

Stephen performs vocals, acoustic guitar,
harmonica, ukulele and dulcimer with his
idiosyncratic and poetic lyrics reflecting
Kimberley life, culture and country.
Stephen is part of folk/rock septet The
Pigram Brothers who, along with a string of
awards, won the Deadly Award for Album
Release of the Year in 2006.
Stephen was heavily involved in Broome’s
famous musical theatre productions Bran Nu
Dae and Corrugation Road and he coproduced, composed for and performed in
the Brendan Fletcher directed 2010 movie
Mad Bastards with brother Alan and Alex
Lloyd. His solo album Wanderer was
released in 2013.
Stephen has been part of Tura’s Regional
and Remote Touring Program since 2005
collaborating with many artists along the way
introducing them to Kimberley culture and
generously sharing that with so many as part
of the program.

Percussion

In 2009 government officials banned the
ensemble from performing in Iran. Esfandiar
moved to Australia and has been
collaborating with Perth bands such as Kate
Pass Kohesia Ensemble and East Winds.
Esfandiar performs for Musica Viva School
Shows and has performed around Australia
at festivals including National Folk Festival
(Canberra), Denmark Festival of Voice,
Kalgoorlie World Music Festival, Fairbridge
Festival and Nannup Music Festival. In 2017,
after eight years, “Homay & Mastan” was
permitted to perform again in Iran. This
allowed Esfandiar to attend to some
concerts, also complete a 40-day tour of Iran
with the ensemble, performing in “The Opera
of Mansour Al-Hallaj,” as well as perform with
the UNESCO award winning Azerbaijani
musician, Alim Qasimov.

Cello

Tristen is a founding member of Decibel
New Music Ensemble whose focus is the
commissioning of new electro acoustic works
and the development of new graphic score
formats and notations, premiering new works
by the likes of Marina Rosenfeld, David Toop,
Eliane Radigue and Alvin Curran. He is also a
founding member of silent film band Viola
Dana whose original live scores have been
performed around globe.
He has been commissioned by the likes of
Yirra Yaakin, The Australian Ballet, AIVDT,
Louisville and Queensland Ballet, Barking
Gecko, Geelong Gallery, The National
Maritime Museum, Latrobe Regional Gallery,
winning numerous WA Music Industry and
Fringe awards and a Helpmann Award
nomination for Best Music Direction. Tristen
has been involved with Tura’s metropolitan
program as a musician since 1999 and the
Remote and Regional Touring Program since
2015 and is currently Artistic Program
Manager at Tura, programming, advocating
and producing in the metropolitan area.

Guest artists

Tos Mahoney
Flute

As well as being Tura’s Artistic Director,
Tos Mahoney has a special passion for the
Northern Australian Tours that he initiated
and has curated over the past 15 years.
He has a parallel passion for playing, creating
and improvising. Part of the early ’80s improv
set in Perth and across Australia, Tos has
had a long collaboration with WA composer/
improviser/Ruined Piano aficionado Ross
Bolleter resulting in many recordings
published as Alone Together and Desert Air.
Across the decades he has also collaborated
as a performer with the likes of David Moss,
Jon Rose, Jim Denley, Amanda Stewart,
Catherine Schieve and many other Australian
and international artists.
Over the last 30 plus years Tos’s role as
Artistic Director, curator and arts advocate
has seen the initiation and roll out of a whole
raft of projects and programs across
Australia.
A highlight of all that output is Tura’s annual
Touring Program with its unique
combinations of artists and connection to
community they have created.

Waringarri Dancers 1
Waringarri Dancers regularly perform at festivals and art fairs.
Their performances feature theatrical beauty of the large
cross-thread coloured objects the performers carry while
stamping their feet in time to powerful singing and the beats
of the clapping sticks. This corroboree or dance style has been
performed in the Kimberley for thousands of years although
the story and song can be current, existing in today. The
dance boards are called balmarra and they represent specific
characters in the performance, based on real life events.
Danny Marr 2
Vocals

Famed Fitzroy Express founder and leader, Danny’s song
writing and guitar work formed the basis of the band.
The lyrics are about his and the Kimberley lifestyle.

See website for other guests artists
as they happen – tura.com.au

1 Kununurra
2 Fitzroy Crossing

Tura

Thanks

Now in our 33rd year as a producer and advocate of new music and sonic
art, Tura New Music is a multi award-winning Australian organisation, paving
the way for exceptional and curious encounters with unique sound worlds.
Parallel to our city-based programs, since 2001 Tura has been spearheading
projects in regional and remote northern Australia. With a focus on the active
involvement of Indigenous Australian artists and communities, our aim is to
establish contemporary Australian music and sound art as in and of the place
where it is created.
With Tura’s regional residencies and regional tours, we do this with the
creation of unique works – both physical and sonic – brought about through
community engagement, embracing local cultures and exploring bold and
experimental music and sound art experiences.
Through our regional program, new Australian works and collaborations are
created which otherwise, would never come into being.
As a result of long-lasting relationships built over time, Tura’s regional program
enables, engages, inspires and connects communities through Australian
sound and the cultural exploration of it. The unique works we create are our
collective story.
Patron
Wayne Martin AC QC
Board
Simon Dawkins | Chair
Rod Campbell
Robyn Johnston
Dominique Monteleone
Heather Zampatti
Julian Tompkin

Personnel
Tos Mahoney: Founder and Artistic Director
Tristen Parr: Program Manager
Jane House: Administration
Anna Sparkes: Marketing and Development
Rachel Davison Management: Social Media
Tour Personnel
Guy Smith: Production Manager
Kelli McIntosh: Tour Assistant
Chil3: Project branding and design
Contact
Tura New Music Ltd
Subiaco Arts Centre
180 Hamersley Road
Subiaco
Western Australia 6008
info@tura.com.au
+61 8 9228 3711

tura.com.au

Tura New Music thanks the following organisations and individuals for their
support of the 2020 Sonus2 Tour.
Kununurra
Waringarri Aboriginal Arts Centre
Kununurra Senior High School

Djarindjin and Lombadina
Djarindjin Aboriginal Corporation
Lombadina Aboriginal Corporation

Warmun
Warmun Arts Centre
Ngalangangpum School

One Arm Point
Ardyaloon School
Ardyaloon Inc

Halls Creek
Shire of Halls Creek
Halls Creek District High School

Beagle Bay
Beagle Bay Community Inc
Sacred Heart School

Fitzroy Crossing
Marninwarntikura Women’s
Resource Centre
Fitzroy Crossing District High School

Broome
Nyamba Buru Yawuru Ltd
Sun Pictures
Shinju Matsuri

Kooljaman
Kooljaman

Tura Donors

Tura Partners

“Australia has to learn the value of culture.
It is about the quality of our experience of
lives lived through dreams dreamed.
Tura makes this available for all Australians,
particularly those most in need of it.
This brave organisation represents an
investment of infinite returns.”

Tura’s annual programs are supported by the Government of Western Australia through the
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries in association with Lotterywest and
the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body.

The 2020 Sonus2 Tour is curated and produced by Tura New Music.
Tura New Music gratefully acknowledges:

Paul Grabowsky AO

Government Project Funding Partner

Tura Embedded
The Tura Embedded
program offers high level
Tura Donors the opportunity
to experience the wonders of
our annual Touring Program
embedded with the touring
artists and crew. Seeing the
country, meeting the people
and hearing the music is a
once in a lifetime experience.

Tura thanks the following for their generous
philanthropic support:
Trusts and Foundations
Rowley Foundation
Bux Foundation
Feilman Foundation
Annual Giving Patrons
Leadership Circle
Irene Lawson and Brendan
Kissane
Helen Symon and Ian
Lulham
Visionaries
Jason Catlett
Katrina Chisholm
Debra Knight
Joan Spiller and Philip Yetton
Champions
John and Elizabeth Barnier
Carl Erbrich

Pioneers
Zelinda Bafile
Rod and Kay Campbell
Elizabeth Fong
Warwick Hemsley
Dominique Monteleone
Mark and Rose Okeby
Melissa Parke
Stuart Reid
Gavin and Kate Ryan
Helen Taylor and Darryl Mack
Heather Zampatti
Innovators
Michael Beder
Norman Dennis
Robyn Johnston
David Roach
Helen Rusak
Lynda McKilligan
Liesbeth Goedhart

To support Tura’s programs
go to tura.com.au

The 2020 Sonus2 Tour is supported by the Government of Western Australia through Lotterywest's
COVID-19 Relief Fund

Major Partners

Presenting Partners

Kooljaman
at Cape Leveque

tura.com.au

